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MUTOTTSSI OF A REGULAR UXBS1VQ OF THB BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF TARRANT COUNTY .ATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
NUMBER ONE, held on December 21st, 1927 at 10 A.M. 

Pre s i d e n t A.L. 3aker p r e s i d e d . There v/ere present D i r e c t o r s 

V/.E.Bideker, L.C. Abbott, V/.H. Slay, and >«. 11,Bennett. There wore a l s o 

present Hawley & Freese, ^Jngineers, S.L.-mauels and I r e l a n d Hampton, 

Attorneys, H.M. Hightower of the Land Department, and Ed S.Cheatham 

of the fl1ax Department. The minutes of the meeting of December 14th 

v/ere read. The p r e s i d e n t asked i f there v/ere any o b j e c t i o n s to the 

minutes; there were none and the minutes of s a i d meeting v/ere t h e r e f o r e 

ordered approved and made of record. Thereupon 6ther proceedings v/ere 

had and taken as f o l l o w s , v i z -

1st. D i r e c t o r bideker moved that i n p r e p a r a t i o n o f a b a l l o t 

the name3 of the candidates be placed thereon i n the order i n v/hich each 

had f i l e d . D i r e c t o r *bbott seconded the motion. Upon d i s c u s s i o n i t was 

the sense o f the board that t h i s v/as the f a i r e s t method o f p l a c i n g the 

names. Upon a vote the motion v/as c a r r i e d - I t v/as so ordered, '^he 

P r e s i d e n t thereupon asked f o r a report on the steps which had :>een taken 

i n preparing f o r ttie h o l d i n g o f the e l e c t i o n on January 10th. '$hia report 

v/as made by Mr. Hampton. 

2nd, D i r e c t o r Bennett asked i f the Attorney's had prepared a 

b r i e f concerning the accounting system f o r the D i s t r i c t . Mr. Samuels and 

Mr.Hampton reported that they had b r i e f e d the matter, but that they had 

not prepared a formal r e p o r t , 'i'hey f u r t h e r stated that a l l proper accounts 



v/ere being kept at t h i 3 time and that there v/as no occasion to open 

or con s i d e r other accounts u n t i l tho time the u l t i m a t e bonds v/ere ac

t u a l l y 30 Id. 

3rd* I t v/as moved by D i r e c t o r Abbott and seconded by D i r e c t o r 

Bideker that Mr. Cheatham arrange v/ith the County Tax a s s e s s o r to f u r n i s h 

r o l l s of the r u r a l lands i n t h i s D i s t r i c t at a cost not to exceed 

#400.00 f o r the e n t i r e s e r v i c e . In d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s motion i t v/as 

developed upon question by D i r e c t o r -Dennett that t h i s r o l l would r e q u i r e 

the s e r v i c e s of an engineer to a i d the Tax C o l l e c t o r i n determining the 

exact acreage w i t h i n the i r r e g u l a r l i n e s of the D i s t r i c t , which l i n o s 

p l a t 

do not i n a l l cases conform to the o r i g i n a l tsasuc of surveys as c a r r i e d 

on the bounty 'A'ax maps and r o l l 3 * that t h i s i n v o l v e d v a s t l y more labor 

than had been heretofore involved i n a s s e s s i n g the d i s t r i c t ' s tax as 

a p p l i e d to the County a3 a whole; f u r t h e r that t h i s r o l l once prepared 

v/ould form the b a s i s f o r the t a x a t i o n o f r u r a l lands i n the D i s t r i c t 

throughout the l i f e of the D i s t r i c t , '•hereupon the foregoing motion wa3 

put to a v o t e , e l l D i r e c t o r s present v o t i n g "AYE", and i t i s so ordered. 

4th: P r e s i d e n t Baker c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t that there 

was an outstanding committee composed of D i r e c t o r s Bideker and Abbott to 

v/ork out a p l a n f o r the c r e a t i o n of tax r o l l s f o r p r o p e r t y . w i t h i n the C i t y 

of F o r t Worth, and to be based upon the C i t y ' s **oll3; f u r t h e r to a s c e r t a i n 

upon what b a s i s the C i t y or the County v/ould be v / i l l i n g to a i d the Di s t r i c t 

i n the c o l l e c t i o n o f taxes, but understood, however, that t h i s could be 

done i n e i t h e r case only by means of the C i t y or County d e s i g n a t i n g a 
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c l e r k who could be made a deputy f o r the Tax assessor and C o l l e c t o r c f 

the D i s t r i c t , Aiere ensued a d i s c u s s i o n of whether there v/ould not be 

l e s s delinquency i f the c o l l e c t i o n v/as made through the bounty o f f i c e . 

In t h i s d i s c u s s i o n a t t e n t i o n was c a l l e d to the fact that the p e n a l t i e s 

on the D i s t r i c t tax were the same as the p e n a l t i e s on the *>tate and 

County A ,ax; that the C i t y ' s p e n a l t i e s tyere d i f f e r e n t ; furthermore that 

the C i t y c o u l d not f u n c t i o n so v / e l l as to the r u r a l l a r d s . A f t e r f u l l 

the 

d i s c u s s i o n the p r e s i d e n t a i r e c t e d / a committee to promptly proceed so 

that they might be a b l e to make a report embracing a d e t a i l e d recommen

d a t i o n to the D i r e c t o r s : i t v/as so ordered. 

5th:Thereupon Mr. Hightower was asked to make a report on the 

progress o f a c q u i r i n g options i n " i s e County. The p r i n c i p a l f a c t brought 

up by Mr, Hightower was that the small owners i n the North and Western 

part o f the r e s e r v o i r s i t e v/ere d i s i n c l i n e d to grant options u n t i l a 

basis had been e s t a b l i s h e d by option on the Hobby ranch, ov/ned by A s t i n 

et a l , and on the Rorcinger property. He thought that i f options at a 

f a i r p r i c e (by him b e l i e v e d to be f»«om vlO.00 to *20.00 per acre on a l l 

lands other than small t r a c t s i n a c t u a l c u l t i v a t i o n and having improve

ments) could be obtained on the A s t i n and ttominger p r o p e r t i e s , that the 

other owners v/ould promptly f a l l i n l i n e at p r i c e s v / e l l v / i t h i n the es

timates of the d i s t r i c t . He stated that the C i t i z e n ' s Committee v/ere 

ready to go to a l l persons at a l l times, and that the l o c a l sentiment 

wa3 very strong f o r t r e a t i n g the d i s t r i c t f a i r l y due to the a n x i e t y of 

tho people i n that area to procure the prompt c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the proposed 

r e s e r v o i r . Thereupon d i r e c t o r 3ideker moved that Mr. Hightower seek the 

a i d c f the l o c a l Committee at Bridgeport to prepare f o r the guidance of 



the Board a t e n t a t i v e a p p r a i s a l of the lands d e s i r e d , showing the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and estimated values f o r the land i n each c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 

and f u r t h e r to show the nature, l o c a t i o n and estimated value of the im

provements on each t r a c t of land. Further that i f t h i s proved i m p r a c t i c a l , 

that Mr. Hightower keep an o r d e r l y record of h i s conclusions on those mat

t e r s , which record could be comniled by hirp from day to day as he went 

over the property. Mr.Slay seconded t h i s ipotion. The motion v/as c a r 

r i e d , and i t was so ordered. Mr. Hampton thereupon explained that on the 

proceeding day he and Mr. Cheatham had prepared forms, g i v i n g a page f o r 

each t r a c t , g i v i n g ownership i n a l p h a b e t i c a l order and g i v i n g space to 

c l a s s i f i e d r a t i n g s . ^ 

oth- D i r e c t o r ^.obott thereupon s t a t e d that at the i n s t a n c e of 

the i n d i v i d u a l members of t h i 3 Board, Mr. Hightower had on December 1 s t , 

severed h i s connection with the Southwestern L i f e Tnsuranco/jompany i n 

order that he might gi v e f u l l time to the D i s t r i c t i n a c q u i r i n g options 

on land; he f u r t h e r s t a t e d that he d i d t h i s v/ith the d i s t i n c t understand

i n g that he was to be compensated by the payment of #500.00 per month 

and that he was to be furnished a c a r , the c a r to be wholly expensed by 

tho£i s t r i c t ; that Mr. Hightov/er's matter had not been made c e r t a i n as to 

the neriod f o r h i s employment; that he regarded the time f o r which h i s 

emnloyment was to extend as heing the only element open f o r d i s c u s s i o n . 

He t e n t a t i v e l y s t a t e d that ho thought t h i s employment should be made f i r m 

f o r a p e r i o d of s i x months and subject to extension from month to month 

as the circumstances might r e q u i r e . Aiere-



upon D i r e c t o r Slay stated that he too f e l t that llr, Hightower's s t a t u s 

should be made d e f i n i t e , but that he f e l t the records should d i s c l o s e 

that t h i s Board had over many months given c o n s i d e r a t i o n to t h i s im

portant s e r v i c e ; f a r t h e r t h a t the records should d i s c l o s e that beside 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n of many persons who d i d not f o r m a l l y apply f c - " the po

s i t i o n , that the -ioard had considered s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n s by the f o l 

lowing named persons, v i z : John Alderman, Munn, John Davis, l ! r . 

N e b l e t t , Chester L,effler and C.W. Bridggs; f u r t h e r that the tenders o f 
c a l l e d f o r compensation 

s e r v i c e made would have/xHBdnst from $350,00 to Sî OO.OQ per month, 

together w i t h a21 expenses of every kind and c h a r a c t e r ; tfeat w h i l e he 

regarded £50o>,00 per month as l i b e r a l compensation he r e a l i z e d that the 

p o s i t i o n was one i n which "penny wisdom.' might be "pound f o l l y " ; that 

he p e r s o n a l l y had given nuch thought to the f i t n e s s of very many persons 

a>id had not been able at any time to reach a c o n c l u s i o n that there was 

a v a i l a b l e anyone no v/ell f i t t e d f o r the p a r t i c u l a r undertaking; that Mr* 

Hightower's p e r s o n a l i t y p e c u l i a r l y f i t t e d him to d e a l w i t h the owners 

o f the land d e s i r e d ; that he v/as d i p l o m a t i c but f i r m ; that he had 

demonstrated himself to be a very c l o s e t r a d e r ; tha£ h i s long s e r v i c e as 

an e q u a l i z e r of land values f o r Tarrant Oounty and h i s f u r t h e r s e r v i c e of 

the past three years i n representing h i s Company i n land loans i n t h i s 

area; h i s intimate knowledge of the plana of the D i s t r i c t and the 

mechanics of the undertaking give him most p e c u l i a r value. He thought, 

however, that the employment should be made from month to month, but not 
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i n any event to exceed December 1st, 1928; that he f e l t Mr, Hightower 

would soon s e l l h i m s e l f to t h i s or any other Board who might act f o r 

the D i s t r i c t . 1 Thereupon D i r e c t o r A b b o t t moved that the D i s t r i c t do 

» by the r e c o r d i n g of t h i s motion enter i n t o f i r m c o n t r a c t v/ith H.M, 

Hightower f o r h i s f u l l time s e r v i c e r e l a t i n g to the p r o c u r i n g of 

options upon lands and easements f o r the D i s t r i c t ; that he be pa i d 

t h e r e f o r from December 1 s t , 1927 as s a l a r y , the sum of #500,00 per 

month; that he do be furnis h e d the D i s t r i c t ' s c a r and that a l l expense 

of maintaining and ope r a t i n g s a i d c a r do be paid by the D i s t r i c t upon 

o r e s e n t a t i o n of proper vouchers; f u r t h e r that t h i s employment s h a l l be 

from month to month and that such employment s h a l l not i n any event 

extend to a time beyond December 1 s t , 1928. -this motion v/as seconded 

by Di r e c t o r ^ w e ^ t ; thereupon D i r e c t o r s Baker, Bideker, A b b o t t and ^ l a y 

voted f o r the motion. D i r e c t o r Bennett was noted as present but not 

v o t i n g due to tho f a c t that h i s acquaintance w i t h Mr. Hightower, or 

other a v a i l a b l e men and with the problems of the D i s t r i c t v/ere not suf-

the merits of 

f i c i o n t to g i v e him a f e e l i n g of b e i n g a b l e to pass upon/this matter; 

that he, hov/ever, d i d not at a l l question that the D i s t r i c t had aade a 

v/ise s e l e c t i o n i n choosing Mr. Hightower. thereupon the President 

declared the motion c a r r i e d , and i t i s so ordered«J " 

7th« D i r e c t o r Bideker thereupon requested the President to 

make a statement as to wl at arrangement, i f any, had been made by the 

President and D i r e c t o r -Dennett with reference to the D i s t r i c t being 

a b l e to borrow money as and when needed up to the time the u l t i m a t e bonds 
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s h a l l be a c t u a l l y s o l d . President Ba^er and D i r e c t o r Bennett st a t e d 

that both the 7oxas N a t i o n a l Bank, and the Fort north N a t i o n a l tfank 

had i n d i c a t e d w i l l i n g n e s s to advance money to the D i s t r i c t provided 

the attorneys f o r the D i s t r i c t would s a t i s f y the attor n e y s f o r the bank 

that the D i s t r i c t could create a v a l i d o b l i g a t i o n t h e r e f o r under the 

p r o v i s i o n s of the laws undor which the D i s t r i c t was created and i s oper

a t i n g , ^'hereupon the attorneys f o r the D i s t r i c t were i n s t r u c t e d to pre

pare a b r i e f c o v e r i n g t h i s n a t t e r , and a s j f o l l prepare the exact o b l i 

g a t i ons which the d i s t r i c t might propose t o execute- £>t was so ordered. 

•\ 'Thereupon, no f u r t h e r business being presented, the meeting v/as 

declared adjourned u n t i l December 20th, 1927 at 10 A.T.!. 

^>(3-^ 
c Secretary 

APPROVED: 

61; x^. v^a^A ? > 
^residen t.~~ 
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S I D N E Y L . S A M U E L S P . W A L T E R B R O W N 

S A M U E L S S. B R O W N 

A T T O R N E Y S 5 C O U N S E L O R S AT LAW 

F O R T W O R T H , T E X A S 

October 31, 1927 

To the Directors of Tarrant County-
Water Control & Improvement D i s t r i c t No. 1, 
Port Worth, Texa3 

Dear S i r s : 

We hereby make tender of l e g a l service to be rendered to 
and for the D i s t r i c t , to begin on November 1st, 1927, and to terminate 
on October 31st, 1928, to include the service, and for the compensation 
hereinafter set out, v i z . : 

1st: Prepare a l l further orders necessary for the issuance 
of bonds , and prepare the form for the bonds to be issued; 

(a) Prepare the bond record or t r a n s c r i p t ; b r i e f the v a l i d 
i t y of the bonds, and present the same to the Attorney General of Texas 
for approval. After approval of said bonds w i l l r e g i s t e r a c e r t i f 
icate of the approval of same v/ith the Comptroller of Texas, as re
quired by law: 

(b) I f required, render service in the matter of b r i e f i n g 
and presenting the v a l i d i t y of said bonds f o r , and to, the attorneys 
f o r the buyer of said bonds: 

(c) Prepare any and a l l contracts r e l a t i n g to the sale of 
said bonds: 

2nd: Assist the engineers in preparing and presenting the 
application and evidence to the State Board of Water Engineers, as a 
basis upon which to procure a permit for the storage and use of water 
by the D i s t r i c t : 

3rd: Render a l l service required in the matter of procuring 
co-operation, a i d and contributions, as provided for by Section 141 
of Chapter 25 of the Acts of the 39th Legislature of Texas, as amended 
on June 8th, 1927. 

4th: Supervise the i n s t a l l a t i o n and conduct of the organiza
t i o n f or the assessment, equalization and c o l l e c t i o n of taxes by the 
D i s t r i c t : 

5th: Be available to the Board at a l l necessary times f o r 
any and a l l l e g a l service required for proper conduct of the D i s t r i c t ' s 
business. 
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6th: To examine land t i t l e s ; give s p e c i f i c d i r e c t i o n f or 
the payment of money for lands; prepare and prosecute to f i n a l judg
ment a l l necessary condemnation proceedings; also to give a l l neces
sary attention to the preparation, t r i a l and determination of a l l 
other causes to which the D i s t r i c t may be a party; provided, however, 
that such determination of causes can be e f f e c t e d by October 31st, 
1928. 

7th: The compensation to be paid to us s h a l l be Twelve 
Thousand SixeHundred $12,500) Dollars. This s h a l l be paid to us i n 
equal monthly installments, one for each month, from November 1st, 
1927, to October 31st, 1928, at v/hich l a t t e r time t h i s proposed 
contract s h a l l cease and be determined. 

8th: We w i l l w e l l , t r u l y and d i l i g e n t l y perform the service 
hereby tendered. As the service hereby tendered must involve peculiar 
personal confidence i n our a b i l i t y to perform the service, we agree 
that i n case we do, from any cause,vfail or refuse to well and t r u l y 
perform the service hereby tendered*Directors of the D i s t r i c t may 
t e r m i n a t e t h e contract (proposed herVby) at the end of any calendar 
month, and we s h a l l not receive compensation for any unexpired portion 
of the time for which the proposed contract may run. 

Respectfully, 

^ ^ o ^ k ^ f c m ^ t o Y v 


